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Art Unit: 3673 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Pat. No. 
5,697.109 to Hodgetts. 

Claim 1, Hodgetts discloses an aid for turning persons lying on a bed, particularly 
persons lying on an operation table, characterized in that the aid includes a rotatable 
roller 42 oriented in parallel with and capable of being suspended at a long side of a bed 
or the under frame of the bed, where the rotational axis of the roller is capable of being 
elevated above the resting surface of the bed (fig. 2), as the ends of the roller are 
suspended at free ends of, upright brackets 50 releasably attached at the long side of 
the bed (fig. 1). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth In section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2, 4-8, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Pat. No. 5.697,109 to Hodgetts in view of U.S. Pat. No. 4,747,170 to Knouse. 

Claims 2 and 4-5, characterized in that an electric motor is provided at least at 
one end of the roller for rotation of the roller around its rotational axis (col. 7 lines 50- 
52). Hodgetts fails to disclose that the motor has gears and is fastened to the free end 
of a bracket with a fitting and a control unit. Knouse discloses an aid having a motor 62 
having a gear reduction box 60 and connected to a control unit including a handheld 
operating panel 73 connected thereto via a communication interface. It would have 
been obvious for one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
employ a gear box and control unit as taught by Knouse in order to automatically move 
the patient along the bed of Hodgetts. With regards to the motor constituted by a step 
motor it is well known that a step motor and electric motor are equivalent means and it 
would have been obyious for one having ordinary skill in the art the time of the invention 
to employ a step motor as an alternative motive means for the aid of Hodgetts. 

Claim 6, characterized in that the brackets are constituted by angular fittings 
having legs (54,56) with holding means 70 disposed opposite to the free ends for 
releasable attaching of brackets and thereby the aid at the long side of a bed or its 
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under frame, in that the holder means are adapted and interacting with the long side of 
the bed or its under frame so that the brackets and the roller are capable of absorbing 
forces oriented transversely and obliquely upwards relative to the resting surface of the 
bed (col. 5 lines 19-32). 

Claim 7, characterized in that the holder means are adapted and interacting with 
the long side of a bed or its under frame so that the free ends of the brackets are 
capable of pivoting within an acute angle in relation to vertical. 

Claim 8, characterized in that the roller surface has been provided with means for 
securing a sheet, and that the means includes a commonly known mechanical fastening 
means such as an adhesive tape (col. 6 lines 6-8). 

Claim 10, including sliding guide ways interacting with holding means is mounted 
on a long side of the bed or its under frame, and where on the surface of the bed there 
is laid a sheet, one side of which being fastened to the roller by rolling up around it, and 
where the sheet is displaceable in the transverse direction of the bed by activation of 
the gear motor so that the sheet is rolled up on the roller. 
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Claims 3, 9, and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Pat. No. 5.697.109 to Hodgetts in view of U.S. Pat. No. 4,747,170 to Knouse, 
and further in view of EPO Pat. No. 374,784 to Fregni et al. 

Claims 3, Hodgetts, as modified, discloses all of the Applicant's claimed 
limitations except for the gear motor disposed inside a cavity in the roller. Fregni 
discloses a motor disposed inside a cavity of a roller by a carrier bolt inserted through a 
hole in the wall of the roller (fig. 2). It would have been obvious for one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to have the motor disposed inside the cavity as 
taught by Fregni in order to provide an alternative means to power the roller of 
Hodgetts. 

Claim 9, Hodgetts discloses all of the Applicant's claimed limitations except for 
having a separate unit. Knouse discloses a separate unit 10 including wheels 20 and a 
member 31 telescopically received in an upstanding leg 28 (fig. 1). It would have been 
obvious for one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to employ 
wheels and telescopic members as taught by Knouse in order to easily transport the aid 
from one bed to another. Hodgetts also fails to disclose actuators. Fregni discloses an 
aid with actuators 18. It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to employ 
actuators as taught by Fregni in order to raise and lower the aid of Hodgetts. 

Claim 1 1 , wherein on the surface of the bed there is laid a sheet having one side 
fastened to the roller by rolling up around it, and where the sheet is displaceable in the 
transverse direction of the bed by activating the gear motor so that the sheet is rolled up 
on the roller. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FREDRICK C. CONLEY whose telephone number Is 
571-272-7040. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, HEATHER SHACKELFORD can be reached on 571-272-7049. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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HEATHER SHACKELFORD 

SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 




